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DIRECTIONS to Fuſtices of Peace, eſpecially in Co orations, for the diſcharze of their Duty to God : Written 
at ther -% of a Magiſtrate, and publiſhed for the uſe of others that needit : by Richard Baxter : Impelled by the 
od and men, to become their ſubmiſsrve £NAonttor- h | 


Cc 
J 
Shall ſuppoſe that you begin withGod, in Publike hearing his word for 
your DucCtion, and by faſting and prayer to beg his bleſſing on your 
Endeavours, and | muſt ſuppoſe that you are Keſolved tos do Gods will 
when you knowit, Yet be very jealous of your own-heartyleſt there be 
FS any latent Reſerves ; for ix this i your greateſt danzer,Read Fer.qz. 1,2, 

3,445 « with Fer,43.1,23,4- 
Dis, I. Remember the Original and nature of Authority : It is a beam 
from the Soveraign Authority of God it can have no lower ſpring : as there can be no 
B-ing but from Gods Being, Rom.13.1,2,436, You are all Gods Officers, The ſenſe of 
this will teach you, 1. Whole work you have to do, and to abhor the Dodrine that would 
make you ſo humane, as to havenothing to do in matters of Reiigion,or of ſoul-concern- 
ment. 2. And whoſe will you muſt conſult. 3. And to take heed of ab»ſing ſo Divinea 
thing, by Negligence or miſ-imployment. 4. And to ule your Furhority Reverently and 
Relizionjly, and not careleſly as a common thing. As Miniſters muſt ſpeak with Reve- 
rence, becauſe they are Gods Meſlengers,ſo muſt you rule with PiousReverence,as being 
Gods Officers. $5. Nor mult others be {uffered to deſpiſe your Authoriry, becauſe it is of 
God, and neceſſary to the common Good, 6, And this will teach you to look ro God, for 
protection, approbation, encouragement and reward, 

D1s, II. Be ſure that it be not ſelf but God,that 5 your Vltimate End,and next to that, 


loye of 


the Publike Good. Let the pleaſing and honoring God, and the benefit of men, be the very-- 


thing that you intend and ſeek: and not any carnal content in your own exaltation,or pow- 


. er, or honor. If you do the beſt works for ſc/f,and not for God.you debaſe them and loſe 


chem ; and make them ſins,and ſerve your ſelves,and not God in them z and your Reward 
will be accordingly. Be exceeding jealous of your hearts in this : for ſelfiſhneſs is deep 
rooted, andits the common cauſe of mens perdition, and the fin that overturneth the Go- 
vernments of the earth,and deſtroyeth the Governors. Look not at fin only as a troubler 
of the Nation,and wrong to men, but as an oftence to God,and a cauſe of Damnation, Do 
all your work with reſpect to God and everlaſting Lite. It is the Popes Cevice to make men 
believe, that Magiſtrates have nothing to do bur for mens bodies, and temporal affairs, 
exceptas Executioners of his Decrees , It that were generally believed , how baſe would 
the Magiſtracy ſeem in compariſon of the Miniſtry to all men that believe a Life tocome? 
They that count all dung for Chriſt, would be tempted to count che Magiſtrate no better, 
if his Office no more reſpeCted Chriſt and Salvation, then ſome imagine, 2 Chron, 19. 6. 
Prov.$8.15,16. Matth.28.18. Foha 19.11. Rom.13.6,4, 11.36. 1 Cor.10.31. 

D x «, I TI. That your Ends and actions may be right, Remember the Labor, the Dif 
ficulties, and Danger of yoar place, and that the Honor « but thecloathing of your of fice, and as 
Sugar to tice down that Labor and ſuffering, which is bitter to your fleſh. Look upon 
Greatneſs and Government, as that which in Patience you muſt ſubmit to undergo when 
it is for God and the common good : but not as a thing that a wiſe man ſhould be ambiti- 


ous of. He's unlikely to rule for God, that proudly ſeeks the Powerfor himſelf,2 Sam.1 5-45 


Dir. IV. Forget not the two great Summaries of your work - To encouraze the Good,an 
be a Terror and Avenger to the evil, Rom.13. And-therefore be not the ſame to perſons 
that arenot the ſame; but be a Lambtothe Lambs, and a Lyonto the Wolves, 7 ſal. 18, 
25,26, God thatis no reſpecter of perſons, is yet the greateſt Diſt:nguiſher of perſons. 
Many actions and accuſations may.come before you,which are indited by meer Malignant 
enmity againſt the fear of God: And if the enemies of a Holy Life can find but Magi- 
ſtrates that will fit their turns, they will make your Power but an Engine to do the Devils 
work ; and will never want pretences and covers for their malice. See Dan.6.5. The Godly 
and ſober you muſt pur in your boſome, and honour them that fear the Lord, or elſe you 
are no:Chriſtians, Pſalm 15.4. 1 John 3.14. Buta vile perlon you muſt contemn, and the 
wicked you muſt caſt out as Droſs, Pſalm 15.4, Prov 25.4. Pſalm 119.119. A Rulerthat 
is himſelf ungodly and diſtaſterh Holineſs, will make but a churliſh Nurſing Father to the 
Church, Iſa. 49.23. 

D1nr. V. Never make the Law an Inſtrument of evil : Set not the Letter againſt the ſenſe : 
Interpret not the ſenſe to be againſt the End, As the ſenſe is the Law, ſo the end informs rhe 
means, and is above it. The Law of the Land may reſtrain you from doing ſome good, 
that the Law of God commandeth to the Soveraign Rulers : but it cannot warrant you 
to doany evil. There is no Power but from God, and God gives none againſt himſelf, 
Rom.13 «4+ 

D mg VI. See that you be ſuch your ſelves 44 you would have others be. Be Examples 


. of Holineſs, Temperance, and Righteouſneſs to all the People. 1. Let your practice commend 


a Holy Life, and all Gods Ordinances, publike and private, to them. Order your Fami- 
lies, as they ſhould do theirs. As Miniſters muſt Preach by their Lives, ſo you muſt 


-Govern by your Lives. If you negle& holy Worſhip, deſpiſe Diſcipline , or have pro- 


phane and Prayerleſs Families, the people take it for a licenſe to be prophane. 2. Avoid 


-the fins which you would have them avoid ; eſpecially be as little as may be in Alehouſes, 
.or unlawful ſports. Honor Godlineſs, and diſgrace all fin, by your daily ſpeeches and 


examples. It you will diſobey God and the Laws, how can you expect obedience 


your elves ? : : 
D1ns. VII. Set your ſelves ts Do Good with all your 5kill, and care, and induſtry. Have 


ao reſtriion bur diſability. Study it,and make it your daily work to doall the good you 


can : You have an Officeto diſcharge , and not a work on the by to do. Abhor the 


Principles and Spirit, that intice Magiſtrates to ſhift off all the difpleafing and trouble- 
ſome work, and to do no more then is thruſt upon them , and they know not how with 


-honor toavoid. If you know of unlicenſed or abuſive Alehouſes , or other wickedneſs 
that calls for redreſs ; ſtay not till you are urged, and ConviRtion is offered you ; but make 
enquiry, and procure them Convicted, and think it not below you, or too much to (ce 
after vice,and doall that you are able to ſuppreſs it. 
.20t to this, Gods Law doth, by which you ſhall be judged. 1. Is not {in Gods enemy * 


If the Law of the Land oblige you 


] 


& 


2. Haye you not taken up Arms againſt it by a double Engagement, as Chiſtians, and 
as Magiſtrates? 3. Dothic not bring down Judgements, and is it not the fire in our 
thactch, and the plague of the Common-wealth 2 4. Did it nor kill che Lord Jeſus 2 
5- Doth it not damn mea to the everlaſting miſery £ 6. Is it not fearfull ro draw on 
your own heads, the guilt of a thouſand Oaths , and of the Drunkenneſs and other abo- 
minations which you conniveat ? 7. Your Power is one of Gods Talents, of which he 
will require the improvement, 8. If your Offices be gaed aud neceſſary to the Com- 
mon-wealch, then make the beſt of them. If you do litffe in them , you teach men to 
eſteem them little worth, 9g, Every man is bound todoall the good he can in his place, 
and therefore ſo are you, 10, If negligent and ſcandalous Miniſters muſt be caſt our, 
what muſt be done with negligent and {ſcandalous Magiſtrates 2 If you make your Ot- 
fice more conliſtent with fn then ours, you ſo far vilifie it, If Magiſtrates were but dealt 
with, as Miniſters be, by the ſequeſtring A, what work would be made « 1x. Can a 
man do too much for ſuch a God, ſuch a Reward, ſuch an End, and in ſuch a Cauſe 2 You 
have more from God then others, in honor and greatneſs, and therefore you ſhould' be 
more diligent then others, Luke 12.48, 12. When you havedone your beſt, you ſhall 
find that fin will be coo bard for you, and the Devil too cunning for you. Sin is {0 ſtrong, 
its friends ſo many and violent: its enemies ſo few, deſpiſed, diſcouraged and weak 'and 
their Impediments lo very many and great, that when you have all done your beſt, ic will 
be too little. Never were there ſtriter Laws and Endeavours, and yet Drunkenneſs 
and wickedneſs rageth in our ſtreets, as if it were to ſcornor dare the Magiſtrate , and 
many honeſt people are lo tired in the coſtly and fruitleſs proſecution, that they are 
temptea tofit down, and meddleno more, and to eatertain unworthy thoughts of Ma- 
gitracy, Dewt.13.14, If there were but a fame of a ſeducing Idolater, they were-'ro 
enquire and make ſearch, and ask diligently whether it were true or not, See what work 
Nehemiah made with the Sabbath-breakers, Neh.13. Fob faith, ( 29. 16.) I was a father 
t9 the poor : and rhe cauſe which 1 knew not I ſearched out, And if ia wrongs againſt 
men you muſt ſearch, much more when againſt God, And it Magiſtrates be not bound 
_ (earch after fin, no body is : for why ſhould poor private men doit more then you ? Read 
Pſalm 10rt. 

Din. VIII. Think not of a Conſcionable diſcharge of your duty, without many Temptation: 
to take you iff : See therefore that you be fortified with ſ«lf-denial and Reſolution : Thoſe 
that fmace by you will complain, ſcarce a ftnner but will have a friend to ſolicite you for 
his impunity : your o:vn ſelfiſhneſs will be tempting you to be partial to your friends, 
to Gentlemen, and ſuch as may do you a pleaſure, or a diſpleaſure. If you cannot deny 
both ſelf and all for Chriſt, you cannot be-true to him. Luke 14.26,33. Beata point with 
all the world, as one that is reſolved that God mutt be pleaſed, if all be diſpleaſed. You 
are Captains in Chriſts Army againſt Sin and Sathan, and therefore muſt excel in courage, 
Toſh.1.7. 1 Chron.22.13,% 28.10,20. & 2 Chron.15.7. & 19.6,79. Hethatcannordeny 
his friend, or ſelf, will deny God. See 1 Sam9.2.29,30 Pitty more the Nation and mens 


| ſouls, then the body of a ſinner. See Prov.rg.18. & 23.13,14. If puniſhment will do the 


ſinxer no good, it will reſtrain many others, and ſo is a due tothe Common-wealth. 
D1s, IX. Remember ſtill that your opportunity will be ſhart : both of Office and Life : 
and therefore be up and doing, leſt you give a dreadfull account of your ſtewardſhip ; 
aSan unprofitable ſervant that hath born the {word in vain, and only rub'd out the rime in 
ſitting in the ſeat, and wearing the cloathes of a Magiſtrate : Keep you 4 daily reckoning 
with your ſelf, and call your ſelf to an account: What good have you done thus day, this 
week, with your Power 2 And lament itif any opportunity hath been loſt, Row. 13.6,4. 
Dt n- X- Be ſpecially carefull to ſuppreſs unneceſſary abuſive Alehouſes : tor there is the 
Devils ſhop z where Drunkenneſs, Difſention, Ribaldry, Whoredom, Swearing, Cur- 
ſing, mocking at Godlineſs, and a world of wickedneſs is committed. Oh, tow mach is 
God abuſedin Alehouſes in one day ! And hitherto they have ſtood as in deſpight of all 
that we can do. If Conſtables be not driven on, and Clerks be not watcht, and Prophane Gen- 
tlemen that uphold ſin well checkt x and if honeſt men be not much encouraged againſt the ma- 
lice of the ungodly, that count them but buſie troubleſome fellows , for ſeeking to ſuppreſs this 
and other ſins; (Gen.19.9.) wickedneſs will {till raign, and the Laws be as Cyphers to 
the ruine of ſouls and Families, the guiit and ſhame of negligent Magiſtrates, the grief 
of the upright, and the reproach and danger of the Common- wealth. | 
D1s. XI. Defraud not the poor of any thing that the Law hath mage their Due, If the 
mulcts of unlicenced and abuſive Ale-ſellers, and of Swearers, Drunkards,e+c. be their 
Due, how dare you deprive them of it 2 I doubt at Judgement, abundance of Magi- 
ſtrates will have ſo many pounds to anſiver for, of which the poor have been defraud« 
ed, that the ſumms charged on High-way Robbers, will come far ſhort of theirs. Uſurp 
not a Power that is not given you, to diſpenſe with the Laws, which you are bound to 
obey and execute. | 
Dix. XII. Let Zeal and Prudence go together. Hearken not to the impious that would 
deſtroy your zeal, and plunge you into mortal Guilt, on pretence of Prudence and moude- 
ration : Nor yet to any that would draw you to rath imprudent ations, on Pretences of 
Piety or Zeal. In caſes where your Duty lies plain before you, go through with it, whar- 
ever it coſt you : But in caſes thatare too hard for you, if it be a Law-difficulty , conſulr 
with the Skilful in the Law ( left the malicious take advantage of your miſtakes : y and if 
it be a doubt about the Laws of God, adviſe with ſome judicious Miniſters of Chriſt, 
whoſe Office it is to teach you, and Rule by Gods Word , as it is yours tocommand and 
Rule them by the ſword. Its never well, but where Magiſtrates and Miniſters go toge- 
ther, each knowing his proper place and work, M41.2.6,7, Dent.17.8,9,12. 1 Cor.4- 1- 
1 Theſſ.5.12. Heb,13,7,17,24- ; 


Prov.29.2. { When the Righteons are in Authority, the People Rejoyce : but wher 
the wicked beareth Rule, the People mourn, J 
Oftob.20, 16 5 7. 
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